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Oakley Car Club donates $3500 to WSCJC

Carla Law, Chairperson of the Friends of theWasatch/Summit Counties Children’s Jus-
tice Center is shown accepting a $3,500 check from the Oakley Car Club. The group
raised funds throughout their annual car show held last month.

Rotary inducts new Paul Harris Fellows

Heber Valley Rotary club announces
the addition of new Paul Harris Fel-
lows. APaul Harris Fellow represents a
truly giving and committed individual
to Rotary. Donors of $1,000 or more to
the Annual Programs Fund, PolioPlus,

or the Humanitarian Grants Program,
or people who have that amount con-
tributed in their name, can be recog-
nized as Paul Harris Fellows. Each new
Paul Harris Fellow receives a com-
memorative certificate and a pin.

The new Rotary Paul Harris Fellows for the Heber Valley Rotary club are: from left to
right David Barrus, George Bennett, Kristen Bowcutt, Tim Brosnahan and Laura
Camper. Paul Askin's Wife (Joney Askins) and daughter (Tracey Askins) also recently
became Paul Harris Fellows.

even that result was only possible by the transfer of $50,000 from the Capital Projects Fund to
keep the City’s Surplus barely above the State mandated minimum of 5%. Of course the cur-
rent budget expects to sell two of the hangars for $316,000 each (how likely do you think that
is in this recession . . . even the rich have to cut back folks). This budget also expects to take in
$1,000 a month rent on the rest of the unsold hangars for the entire fiscal year, which based on
the actual facts as they now stand is not going to happen either.

This set of facts is outrageous and is, among other serious issues, what caused me to enter
the City Council primary this year. I am outraged that our trusted, elected officials did not
question the logic that there were over 120 people, with multi million dollars jets, just chomp-
ing at the bit to buy hangars at our little airport in our fair City. Now, don’t get mewrong, I love
our City, but that conclusion simply flies in the face of reason, let alone common sense or logic.
I am also outraged that if, and that’s a really big IF, 12 to 15 people were ready to write checks,
why on earth didn’t our City Officials have them write those checks before they built the
hangars. That type of transaction is common in commercial real estate. Yet they did not. Once
again logic, reason and common sense were noticeably absent in the course of this ill advised
and misguided speculative hangar project.

I suppose we should count ourselves lucky as citizens that our elected and appointed City
Officials didn’t spend the $3Million originally budgeted for speculation on jet airplane hangars
instead of only 1.75 Million Dollars. Of course, either way, our City is out of money and we all
face tax and fee increases or drastic cuts in services to make ends meet this fiscal year, if not sev-
eral fiscal years. Difficult choices await us here in our little valley for the foreseeable future. I
can only hope that our next set of elected officials bring their logic, reason and common sense
to the table when they take office. If not, things are going to get a whole lot worse before they
get better.

John Gothard
Heber City

What’s Happening With Our Budget?
Editor: Heber City residents may be facing serious financial trouble. I urge all of you that pay

Heber City taxes or rely on services fromHeber City to review the current budget approved this
past summer.

The failed jet airplane hangar project which squandered about $1.75M of your tax dollars is
only part of the sad story of wasteful spending. For example on page 3 the top priority for cap-
ital projects is not much needed roads, pedestrian access and parking for existing business and
residents, but instead a new City Office Building for the City Administration.

The City has also entered into a professional services agreement with an aviation consulting
firm to study the possibility of acquiring land for expanding the airport. Is our safety being
auctioned to the highest bidder? More hangars that cost the taxpayers of Heber City to main-
tain, yet serve the interests of our neighbors in Summit County? The airport also operates with
a loss, (expenses exceeding revenue).

Cuts to services are in the current budget including employee wages, yet the administra-
tion’s salaries and wages increased about 17% from the previous budget.

On page 5 the case is made for tax increases. Well, with all the spending on speculative and
government buildings I can see why they would raise taxes. The current Mayor and Council
want to maintain their lifestyle at City Hall. However, the tax revenue side of the ledger may
be worse than the information provided by the City. They may not be accounting for the prom-
ised tax revenue from the Valley Station Development (Boyer/Mixed-Use Project). Many of my
fellow residents may have already heard the recent news that was made public late last month.
Wal-Mart is expanding their current Park City store at Kimball Junction into a Supercenter. It
will be about 60% larger with a grocery store. They expect people from the Heber Valley to
travel to the store which is about a 25 minute drive. So, does this mean we will see a Wal-Mart
in Heber City with the promised tax revenue? Were Heber City’s officials used to leverage Park
City into allowing the expansion of their Wal-Mart?

These are the things you need to consider when you vote next week. If you’re dissatisfied
with the traffic on Main Street, higher taxes and the city using taxpayer money to speculate on
hanger construction, then maybe it’s time for a change. The choice is yours on Tuesday.

Ken McConnell
Heber City

Sleepy Valley

Editor: Does anyone know what happened to WalMart? And where is the bypass road
going? Will it be through our property? We’ve heard rumors of it passing through our land in
at least three places, but no one has approached us, let alone writing a check for same.

When was the location for the new liquor store changed? Were any of us notified before the
building began?

Lots more questions - precious few answers. Or have we all slept through it? Maybe it’s just
me.

Peg Giles
Heber City

Attend Midway’s Meet the Candidate Night
Editor: Midway residents should take note that the upcoming election on November 3rd is

a very important one. There are some fine candidates to choose from, but there are also differ-
ent future directions for this city that these candidates represent.

Midway and in fact, the entire Heber Valley, in the past years has encouraged a frenzy of
building and over-developing. Dense, saturated PUD’s, upscale golfing communities and
Vegas-style resort hotels have been approved. Usually with objections by existing residents
being swept aside all in the pursuit of big profit. The result, after the economic downturn, is a
valley filled with empty buildings, weed-filled lots and the remains of bankrupt dreams. Maybe
with more scrutiny and practical, realistic planning from our city leaders, developers may not
have been given the green light on so many projects.

Midway stands at a crossroad. It can go forward with the same approach, or it can start to
allow growth that reflects its current charm. It needs managed growth that does not punish the
existing residents with higher taxes, congestion and reduced security, but rewards them by pre-
serving Midway’s unique qualities.

On October 30 at 7 p.m. in the community center, Midway will host a “meet the candidates”
night where the public may see and hear the candidates who will leadMidway towards the fu-
ture. Questions may be submitted beforehand in written form or emailed to:
nancybillp@msn.com

Please attend and please vote on Tuesday, November 3rd. Your vote may decide if Midway
will become another Park City, or remain the charming city that now exists.

Gary Otteson
Midway

Please Vote!
Editor: It’s that time of year again. All you people need to get out and vote! Not nearly as

many people as anticipated made it to the primary, which made a huge difference. I know it
doesn’t seem like one vote means much, but it can be the difference in a lot of change for our
community. i you want the right to complain about what’s been done and what hasn’t, cast
your vote, then complain all you’d like. The last day to vote is November 3”. See you there.

K. H.
Heber City
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Heber, Utah –According to
an annual report released by
the State of Utah and the
Community Action Partner-
ship of Utah (CAP Utah),
Wasatch County’s poverty
rate of six percent is well
below the state’s average rate
of 10 percent, making the
county the third lowest rate in
the state. Morgan and Sum-
mit County are four percent
and five percent respectively.

The 2009Annual Report on
Poverty in Utah documents
statistics and factors as to
why the number of families in
poverty fluctuates.

“This is the first time in
decades that Utah is seeing
families who have lived in the
middle class for their entire
lives teeter on the poverty
line,” said CAP Utah Execu-
tive Director Heather Tritten.
“This is a frightening experi-
ence, especially for those fam-
ilies who have always been
self-sufficient, as they try to
figure out how to keep their
house, feed their kids, and
compete for the few jobs that
are available.”

One key finding from CAP
Utah’s report is how poverty
has infiltrated Utah’s middle
andworking class families. In
2007, more than 250,000 peo-
ple, or 10 percent of all Utah
residents, lived below the
poverty level; additionally,
91,000 or 11 percent of all
Utah children lived below the
poverty level. Eight percent of
children in Wasatch County
live in poverty.

A January 2009 assessment
of Utah’s nine Community
Action Agencies, which help
impoverished families get
back to full, quality employ-
ment, showed 61 percent of
people seeking services were
doing so for the first time
ever.

Utah’s unemployment
rate jumped 58 percent in
2008 to just above five per-
cent. Wasatch County’s un-
employment rate is just below
six percent.

The Utah Dept. of Work-
force Services has seen a 195
percent increase in initial fil-
ings for unemployment insur-
ance benefits since 2008.
Another indicator of Utah’s
poverty levels is the change in
food stamp caseloads.
Wasatch County increased its
food stamp caseload by 37
percent between 2007 and
2008, which is greater than
the 30 percent increase the
state of Utah experienced in
the same time period.

CAP Utah and State of
Utah experts believe that sev-
eral factors have caused the
rise of poverty in Utah. First,
Utah’s average wage is 80
percent of the national wage,
which is the 37th lowest in the
nation. Utah also has the na-
tion’s second lowest per-
capita income at $30,291 as
compared with the national
average of $36,751.

“Families are facing addi-
tional difficulties due to in-
creasing healthcare premiums
and out-of-pocket costs, and
this is contributing to families
looking at poverty for the first

time,” Tritten said. “Over the
last decade, the portion of
premiums paid by Utah fam-
ilies increased 73 percent and
their portions of premiums
increased 98 percent. This
contributes to the fact that 67
percent of our state’s unin-
sured are actually working
families.”

As a result of Congress
passing the stimulus package,
CAP Utah was able to receive
grants in an effort to improve
emergency housing services
allowing people to remain
stable in their homes while
they look for employment or
recover from a crisis.

The state will also continue
to work with CAP and county
organizations to increase pro-
grams serving homeless pop-
ulations. Work programs,
training opportunities and ac-
cess to education will be im-
proved and expanded. Utah’s
Community Action Agencies
will be increasing services,
putting a new focus on job
creation and training.

Although our goal of re-
ducing poverty is daunting,
we can make great strides by
working together,” Tritten
said. “The Poverty Report
helps communities become
aware about the challenges
facing so many Utah families.
But the most important step is
becoming engaged in making
a difference.”

The full 2009 Annual Re-
port on Poverty in Utah is
available online at www.ca-
putah.org.

Wasatch County Poverty Rate
Well Below State Average

Cemetery Clean-up Notice
The Heber City Cemetery will be conducting three (3) clean-up weeks every year.
They will be: 1) the 1st Monday in April; 2) the Monday after Memorial Day; and
3) the 1st Monday in November. These clean up periods will last approximately
four (4) days. We ask that any decorations that visitors wish to save be removed

before the scheduled clean-up. During these periods, all decorations will be removed
included all floral decorations, baskets, shepherd hooks, solar lights, pin wheels, etc.

Thank you.
Heber City Cemetery
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