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Wednesday, February 23, 2010 Coalition's Advocate's
Caucus will be held
every Wednesday at
12:15 in the Olmstead
Room (in the Senate -
East - Building)
throughout the 2010
Alerts and News from the Hill General Session. We

will discuss our

legislative agendas, talk

This update is published weekly during the General
Session, monthly during the interim, and other times as
needed.

Our Legislative Priorities... about Session items of
interest, and

Just two weeks left in the Session! Take a look at our collaborate with other

legislative agenda and speak up for issues that strike a advocates.

nerve (click to view):

Find agendas and
listen on line

All legislative agendas
are available on-line, as
well as audio of the
committee meetings,
are available here.

Call your elected

officials
This list of our legislative priorities provides information
about bills and appropriations related to poverty issues like Governor's office -
food, housing, work supports (formerly known as welfare), (800) 705-2464

and asset building. We will be providing this list throughout
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the Session in each of these Legislative Updates and on our House - (800) 908-
website. You can see our old agendagere. 4261

Senate -(801) 538-

Action Alerts! 1035

We need you to take action to fund ETIC Outreach Who is your

and VITA . Two weeks ago the Economic Development legislator?

and Revenue Appropriations Subcommittee gaveEITC

(Earned Income Tax Credit) outreach and VITA (Volunteer Find out by inserting
Income Tax Assistance) the number one prioritzation for your address here.
one-time funding. And a moment later funded it. However,

the funding for EITC outreach and VITA, along with several Other stuff

other programs, came at the expense of USTAR. Tomorrow,

the Executive Appropriations Committee is expected to Click here for regarding
override the Subcommittee's decision and give funding back the National Housing
to USTAR. This means thatEITC outreach and VITA will Trust Fund.

lose that one-time funding of $55,000.

You can help.

*
Please call or email your legislator if he or she is on NATIONAL
Executive Appropriations and ask them to support EITC HOUSING
outreach and VITA. We are only asking for $55,000 to TRUST FUND
help bring in millions of federal EITC dollars, which A home is the
amount will equal 1/2 of our funding from the legislature foundation.

and 1/4 of our total funding.

Executive Appropriations Committee membership:

Rep. Ron Bigelow, Chair, ronbigelow@utah.gov
Sen. Lyle W. Hillyard, Chair, lhillyard@utahsenate.org
Sen. Peter C. Knudson, Vice Chair,
pknudson@utahsenate.org

Rep. Bradley G. Last, Vice Chair, blast@utah.gov
Rep. David Clark, dclark@utah.gov

Rep. Brad L. Dee, bdee@utah.gov

Rep. Kevin S. Garn, kgarn@utah.gov

Rep. James R. Gowans, jgowans@utah.gov
Sen. Scott K. Jenkins, sjenkins@utahsenate.org
Sen. Patricia W. Jones, pjones@utahsenate.org
Rep. David Litvack, dlitvack@utah.gov

Rep. Rebecca D. Lockhart, blockhart@utah.gov
Sen. Karen Mayne, kmayne@utahsenate.org
Rep. Carol Spackman Moss, csmoss@utah.gov
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Sen. Wayne Niederhauser, wniederhauser@utahsenate.org

Sen. Luz Robles, kmayne@utahsenate.org

Sen. Ross |. Romero, rromero@utahsenate.org

Rep. Jennifer M. Seelig, jseelig@utah.gov

Sen. Michael G. Waddoups, waddoups@utahsenate.org

Call your senator at 801 538-1035or find their direct office
line and home phone number here.

Call your representative at 801 538-1029 of find there
direct office line and home phone number here.

Unemployment Insurance Modernization - the
Alternative Base Period (HB18). This bill passed out

of the House and favorably out of the Senate standing
committee but has been tabled on the 3rd reading calendar
in the Senate. The bill would modernize our
Unemployment Insurance (Ul) system by allowing

eligibility to be determined by a more recent work history if
an individual does not qualify under the current standard
base period (first 4 of the last 5 completed quarters).

The Standard Base Period was necessary when computer
systems did not have more recent information about an
unemployed worker's employment history. Now that
everything is computerized, DWS can easily look at an
individual's recent work history and know right away if they
qualify. This modernization simply brings the
determination of Ul eligibility into the 21st Century.

Many low-wage and contract workers are denied benefits
even though they actually have earned enough to qualify for
Ul. The Alternative Base Period substantially helps these
workers receive Ul benefits when they become unemployed
by looking at more recent earnings in determining

eligibility for Ul.

Please call your Senator and tell them to remove HB18
from the table and vote to pass it!

You can find your Senator here.

Bills and Appropriations -
Activity
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2011 Budget Options  first draft was released yesterday.
After use of various backfills, the Rainy Day Fund, the
Education Restricted Account and other one-time sources,
there is still a $226 million shortfall which the Legislature

is recommending to fill with budget cuts. 5% cuts are being
recommended across the board, but the plan is to hold
public education harmless, though provide no funding for
growth. We are concerned about some of these cuts as well
as the lack of backfill funding for programs that were cut in
fiscal year 2010. We are particularly concerned about the
following programs:

- Pamela Atkinson Homeless Trust Fund (PAHTF)
- Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program
- General Assistance - funded to 2008 levels

HB243 Substitute 2  will provide tenants in foreclosed
properties with a notice of their rights, which under current
federal law is the right to remain in the property for a
minimum of 90 days following foreclosure . The bill failed

to pass out of the House Business and Labor committee but
should be heard again this week with a changes to garner
additional support. Currently, tenants are being giving
misinformation with respect to their rights; take a look at

the following document to fully understand the need for the
bill: http://www.nlihc.org/doc/PTFA-Report-Final.pdf

HB43 would stop the sunsetting of the Social Security
retirement offset of Unemployment Insurance by extending
the 50% offset until federal law changes make it possible to
adjust the benefit amount to cover the costs of going to a
0% offset. It passed favorably out of the Senate standing
committee last Friday and was put on the Senate consent
calendar.

HB388 will provide manufactured home park resident
associations and residents with expanded rights and
protections, like the right to flyer parks and protection from
retaliation from parks. This is a great bill. It will be heard
this week on the House floor after having passed out of
committee with a unanimous vote.

SB45 will provide some renters' protections and remedies

that currently do not exist in state code or local ordinaces...
at the expense of some local ordinaces that are currently in
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place. However, as amended, it is the opinion of
Community Action Partnership of Utah that the bill is a
giant step forward. The bill has passed out of the Senate
favorably and is on the way to a House committee. Email
Senator Niederhauserto thank him for running the bill.

You are receiving this email because you signed up to be on our Legislative
Update mailing list.

Unsubscribe melissa@caputah.org from this list.

Our mailing address is:

Community Action Partnership of Utah
230 South 500 West

Suite 260

Salt Lake City , UT 84101

Add us to your address book
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