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Kane County leads charge Iin dealing with poverty

According to an annual report
released by the State of Utah and
the Community Action Partner-
ship of Utah (CAP Utah), Kane
County has seen a 18 percent
decrease in the number of indi-
viduals living in poverty.

The 2009 Annual Report on
Poverty in Utah documents
statistics and factors as to why
the number of familiesin poverty
fluctuates.

“Kane County is one of the
few in Utah that has actually
seen a decrease of those living in
poverty,” said CAP Utah Execu-
tive Director Heather Tritten.
“Our statewide statistics are
not nearly so positive. In fact,
this is the first time in decades
that we're seeing families who
have lived in the middle class
for their entire lives teeter on
the poverty line.”

One key finding from CAP
Utah’sreportis how poverty has

infiltrated Utah’s middle and
working class families. In 2007,
more than 250,000 people, or 10
percent of all Utah residents,
lived below the poverty level; ad-
ditionally, 91,000 or 11 percent
of all Utah children lived below
the poverty level.

AJanuary 2009 assessment of
Utah’s nine Community Action
Agencies, which help impover-
ished families get back to full,
quality employment, showed
61 percent of people seeking
services were doing so for the
first time ever.

Utah’s unemployment rate
jumped 58 percent in 2008.

The Utah Dept. of Workforce
Services has seen a 195 per-
cent increase in initial filings
for unemployment insurance
benefits since 2008. Addition-
ally, emergency food services
and food stamps have seen a 30
percent rise. Even with Kane

Pigskin Predictions Winner Week #3

Boyd Glover (r) was the winner of week #3 in the SUN Pigskin Predictions
football contest by getting eight correct. For his efforts, Glover received a
$50 gift certificate to the Sound Room Radio Shack from Kent Hunt (l).

Home Plate Diner on 89er

Join us Saturday Night
for
Prime Rib

Dinner Hours 5-9 p.m.
Lunch Hours

Open Monday through Friday
Located on Hwy 89 in Orderville

11 a.m.

435-648-2289

County’s positive numbers in
poverty, the county has seen a
33 percentincreaseinfood stamp
caseloads.

CAP Utah and State of Utah
experts believe that several
factors have caused the rise of
poverty in Utah. First, Utah’s
average wageis 80 percent of the
national wage, which is the 37
lowest in the nation. Utah also
has the nation’s second lowest
per-capita income at $30,291
as compared with the national
average of $36,751.

“Families arefacing additional
difficulties due to increasing
healthcare premiums and out-
of-pocket costs, and this is con-
tributing to families looking at
poverty for the first time,” Trit-

ten said. “Over the last decade,
the portion of premiums paid
by Utah families increased 73
percent and their portions of
premiums increased 98 percent.
This contributes to the fact
that 67 percent of our state’s
uninsured are actually working
families.”

As a result of Congress pass-
ing the stimulus package, CAP
Utah’s nine local agencies were
able to receive grants in an
effort to improve emergency
housing services allowing people
to remain stable in their homes
while they look for employment
or recover from a crisis.

The state will also continue to
work with CAP and county orga-
nizations to increase programs

( )

serving homeless populations.
Work programs, training oppor-
tunities and access to education
will be improved and expanded.
Utah’s Community Action Agen-
cies will be increasing services,
putting a new focus on job cre-
ation and training.

“Although our goal of reduc-
ing poverty is daunting, we can
make great strides by working
together,” Tritten said. “The
Poverty Report helps commu-
nities become aware about the
challenges facing so many Utah
families. But the mostimportant
step is becoming engaged in
making a difference.”

The full 2009 Annual Report
on Poverty in Utah is available
online at www.caputah.org.
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ALL YOU CAN EAT
LUNCH BUFFET - ¢9
Pizza, Salad, Stix!
Served Mon-Sat
11 AM 10 2PM

78 East Center » Kanah
(Behind Denny’s Wigwam)

Open 7 AM - 10 PM
Dining Inside or on the Patio
Pet-friendly for Best Friends

Burgers ° Steaks ¢ Ribs ¢ Pasta
Vegetarian and Vegan Menu

435-644-8080

Dinner — Tues-Sat, 5:30-9:30 pm
Lunch — Tues-Fri, 11:30 am-3 pm
Breakfast — 7 Days, 6:30-10 am
89 East Center - Kanab
435-644-2601 or 888-289-1722

Since 1957

©

Nodra'g Too

Southwestern Grill

Breakfast — Lunch — Dinner

*SteakseSeafood*Sandwiches
*MachacaseCarnitaseFajitas
*Navajo TacoseChimichangas
Breakfast Served Anytime!
Daily Specials
Take-out Orders
*COLD BEER *WINE

At the Stoplight in Kanab
Hwy 89 & 89A
435-644-2030

www.nedrascafe.com

Lunch Specials
Starting @ 46.99
Pinner Combos
Starting @910.99
Made fresh to order!
No MSG!

Many vegetarian dishes
Thank you for the great
local support!

Beer now available!
Takeout & Delivery!

_644-5592 7

Restaurant Owners
- If you would like
to be included in the
SUN Dining Guide,
call Hilda at
644-2900.



