
THE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Thursday, January 22, 2009

This update is published weekly during the General Session and monthly
during the Interim and Special Sessions.

Alerts and News from the Hill

The General Session officially begins on January 26, 2009. Nonetheless, the
Legislature met last week and again yesterday to hammer out the base budget
with 7.5% cuts for the remaining five months of fiscal year 2009 and 15% cuts
for fiscal year 2010. It isn't pretty. Almost everything is facing some kind of a
cut and many cuts are deep enough to eliminate programs.

Most of the committee budget cut recommendations have been made as of
yesterday, particularly for fiscal year 2009. The committees have also been
putting together a wish list of items that they would like to fund if the needed
cuts end being reduced or if "backfill" money is provided. Executive
Appropriations will meet next week (tomorrow's meeting was cancelled) to
finalize the 2009 cuts.

The next big question is what February's revenue forecast will look like. While
it was initially, generally assumed that the forecast was going to require
smaller cuts, new trend analysis shows that we may be approaching or even
surpassing that 15% mark for FY10.

The Legislature will likely spend a considerable amount of time during the
Session figuring out where to locate "backfill" money to send money back into
certain programs and for new legislation. This might include additional
revenue sources (bonding and the Rainy Day Fund) and ways to speed up the
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money that makes its way to the State's coffers. It will also include some of the
Economic Relief that is coming out of Washington; we will see those federal
funding amounts by early February.

Significant dates for the 2009 General Session can be found here.

As an Advocacy Community we would like to send the message to the
Legislature that our current budget situation requires a balanced approach
that should do more than just cut programs.  We also need to make the most of
revenue and explore other ways to increase the state's revenue.  We should be
careful in cutting monies that are used to match federal funds which bring
more dollars into the state.  It is also essential that state services that help
families be a top priority for the state budget, because these families are the
ones that have been most affected by the current economic crisis.  Aid to
low-income families will speed Utah's economic recovery because working
families spend immediately and spend locally.  We understand that budget
cuts are necessary, but it is important that we do not cut the programs that
provide services to those who are most in need right now. 

Legislative Priorities

Below is our draft list of legislative priorities.
Please let us know if there are additional items we should be paying

attention to.
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Democracy Day

UCAPA, AARP and The Utah Housing Coalition will be hosting Democracy
Day at the Utah State Capitol on February 2, 2009.  This is a great opportunity
to learn about the legislative process, tour the Capitol, and eat lunch with your
legislators.   Democracy Day is a free event.  You can register here.

Advocate's Calendar

The Family Investment Coalition's
Advocate's Caucus will be held every
Wednesday during the 2009 General
Session in the Olmstead Room of the

East Building from 12:15 pm until
1:15 pm. We will discuss our

legislative agendas, talk about
Session items of interest, and

collaborate with other advocates.

Click here for more information.

Call your elected officials:

Governor - (800) 705-2464
House - (800) 908-4261
Senate - (800) 613-0677

Who is your Legislator? Find out by
inserting your address here.

Legislative Update http://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview....

4 of 5 8/26/09 10:28 AM



Forward email

This email was sent to jessie@utahcap.org by melissa@utahcap.org.
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Utah Community Action Partnership Association | 230 South 500 West, Suite 260 | Salt Lake City | UT | 84111

Legislative Update http://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview....

5 of 5 8/26/09 10:28 AM


