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Legislative Update

Wednesday, March 3, 2010

This update is published weekly during the General

Session, monthly during the interim, and other times as

needed.

Alerts and News from the Hill

Our Legislative Priorities...

One week left in Utah's 2010 Legislative Session. Take a

look at our legislative agenda and speak up for issues that

you find important ( click to view):

 

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
March 3, 2010

Position Key:
O = Oppose
S = Support

W = Watching
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Community Action Partnership of Utah
230 South 500 West, Ste. 260
Salt Lake City, UT 84101
P: 801-433-3025
F: 801-596-2011

Title Sponsor Description Pos Status

Asset Building

Funding for Individual 
Development Accounts

appropriation $50,000 - base budget S
Still awaiting budget 
decisions

Funding for Earned Income 
Tax Credit / Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance 

appropriation

We are asking for $55,000 one-time funding 
for EITC/VITA outreach throughout the state 
(funding that brings in federal EITC dollars). 
This will help replace the one-time funding 
loss of $57,000. Legislature recommends a 4% 
cut in FY2010 with an additional 1% in FY2011  
to current $45,100 ongoing funding. 

S

VITA's Subcommittee 
supports our request of 
one-time funding of $55,000 
from cuts to USTAR. 
However, there is concern 
that Executive Approps will 
reverse these cuts and, 
accordingly, cut the funding 
to VITA.

Children

Childcare Assistance appropriation
Maintain FY10 budget level plus additional 
dollars to get the federal match.

S
Childcare funding should be 
ok for both FY10 and FY11.

Food

Emergency Food Network appropriation
Looking to get additional $10,400 to bring up 
to pre-budget cut level of $300,000.

S
Cut $47,000 for FY10.  
Should be no additional cuts 
for FY11.

Game Meat Donations to 
Food Pantries

May require legislation to increase approved 
processors in rural areas.

S
No Bill Filed at this point.

Housing

Olene Walker Housing Loan 
Fund

appropriation
Approve the Economic Development and 
Revenue Subcommittee's appropration. 

S

Leg's FY2011 cut will be 
$114,000 with an offset 
from admin of $75,000, so 
effectively a $39,000 cut. 

Pamela Atkinson Homeless 
Trust Fund

appropriation

Approve the Economic Development and 
Revenue Subcommittee's appropration. 
Request Executive Committee to backfill the 
FY2011 cut ($30,000) and last year's cut that 
will be felt this year ($115,000) for a total of 
$145,000 at a time when this funding is most 
needed.

S
Leg's FY2011 cut is 
expected to be $30,000. 

The Alternatives Program 
(TAP)

appropriation
TAP assists individuals from prematurely being 
placed in nursing homes by providing services 
at home for a reduced governmental cost

S
Funded through Health and 
Human Services, request to 
restore $500,000

This list of our legislative priorities provides information

Advocates Calendar

The Family Investment

Coalition's Advocate's

Caucus will be held

every Wednesday at

12:15 in the Olmstead

Room (in the Senate -

East - Building)

throughout the 2010

General Session. We

will discuss our

legislative agendas, talk

about Session items of

interest, and

collaborate with other

advocates.

Find agendas and

listen on line

All legislative agendas

are available on-line, as

well as audio of the

committee meetings,

are available here.

Call your elected

officials

http://us1.campaign-archive.com/?u=e818dcc5158673b16009feefb&id=e68182949d&e=%5BUNIQID%5D
http://www.caputah.org/
http://www.caputah.org/uploads/521815_Mar-2-2010%20Leg%20Priorities.pdf
http://www.caputah.org/uploads/521815_Mar-2-2010%20Leg%20Priorities.pdf
http://www.le.state.ut.us/asp/interim/Main.asp?ComType=All&List=2#Results
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This list of our legislative priorities provides information

about bills and appropriations related to poverty issues like

food, housing, work supports (formerly known as welfare),

and asset building. We will be providing this list throughout

the Session in each of these Legislative Updates and on our

website. You can see our old agendas here.

Action Alerts!

Unemployment Insurance Modernization - the

Alternative Base Period (HB18).  This bill, which
would modernize our Unemployment Insurance (UI)
system by allowing eligibility to be determined by a more
recent work history if an individual does not qualify under
the current standard base period (first 4 of the last 5
completed quarters), is still tabled in the Senate.  From
conversations with Senate members, it looks like they are
holding it until they work out the FY11 final budget and that
it should pass, but we are still keeping an eye on it. You can
still contact your Senator and tell them to remove HB18
from the table and vote to pass it. You can find your

Senator here.

Bills and Appropriations -
Activity

2011 Budget Considerations: the Executive

Appropriation Committee has not met in the last week and

a half, but are negotiating budget cuts and funding for fiscal

year 2011 behind closed doors.  We are actively encouraging

them to consider additional revenue sources to reduce

budget cuts and have highlighted for them certain budget

cut "hot spots" that we are concerned about.  

Some of the Revenue Options we are supporting:

- using more than the suggested 25% of the Rainy Day Fund

- enhanced use of the ARRA FMAP dollars

- bonding for roads

- tobacco tax revisions

- amendments to Revenue and Taxation Title

Budget Cut "Hot Spots":

officials

Governor's office -

(800) 705-2464

House - (800) 908-

4261

Senate - (801) 538-

1035

Who is your

legislator?

Find out by inserting

your address here.

Other stuff

Click here for regarding

the National Housing

Trust Fund.

http://www.caputah.org/
http://caputah.org/public/legislative-agenda.php
http://www.le.state.ut.us/maps/amap.html
http://www.le.state.ut.us/maps/amap.html
http://www.nhtf.org/template/page.cfm?id=40
http://www.nhtf.org/template/page.cfm?id=40
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Budget Cut "Hot Spots":

- $30,000 from Pamela Atkinson Homeless Trust Fund

(PAHTF)

- $57,000 from the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance

(VITA) program

- $160,200 from USOR Blind and Visually Impaired - Blind

Support Providers

- $583,600 from USOR VR Case Service pass-through

- $101,100 from USOR Deaf and Hard of Hearing (furlough

and assistive technology devices)

- $1,700,000 from JJS Juvenile receiving centers and

youth services

- $294,900 from DHS Disabilities Admin

- $854,400 from DOH to eliminate the buy-in option for

children and pregnant women

- $1,600,900 from DOH lowering of the asset level test for

pregnant women

- $1,500,000 from DHS-DCFS for out of home care (foster

care and residential group care)

- $127,000 from CSHCN Clinics for children

- General Assistance - funded to 2008 levels

HB 243  -  At long last Representative Harper's foreclosure

notice bill passed out of  committee, and then passed the

House floor unanimously. It is now waiting to be heard in

the Senate. After much compromise over the language and

effect of the bill, tenants living in foreclosed properties will

now be notified of their rights under federal law. The notice

will tell tenants that they may have the right to remain in

their home for a minimum of 90 days after foreclosure.

HB43  - Unemployment Compensation Amendments

passed both the House and the Senate and has been

enrolled for the Governor to sign!  This bill will eventually

lead to the elimination of the offset of Social Security

Retirement (SSA) from Unemployment Insurance benefits.

SB196  - Senator Davis' redevelopment agency bill failed to

pass out of committee yesterday. His bill intended to regain

a very small portion of the housing funding lost from

redevelopment projects following Senator Bramble's SB205
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redevelopment projects following Senator Bramble's SB205

last year. Unfortunately, the committee did not feel that

these small concessions were important for the health and

well being of the State.

SB45  - We are still waiting to see Senator Niederhauser's

fit premises bill on the House floor (it passed the Senate two

weeks ago). This bill will be a huge benefit to tenants,

providing many rights and powers that have never been

seen in Utah. 

The Federal Jobs Bill  was finally passed by the Senate

last night and signed into law by President Obama.  This bill

is an extension of many of the programs that have been

designed to stimulate the economy and help unemployed

workers.  The bill includes further extensions of

Unemployment Insurance (UI) benefits, extensions of

COBRA benefits and holding off on a 21% cut to Medicare

physician reimbursements.   Unfortunately the bill only

provides for a 30-day extension of these benefits, but

Congress is already considering further extensions.  
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